
[GUIDE] Replace HDD in an ASUS U36JC/SD (WITH PICS!!) 
  

 
I just thought I might make a guide on how to replace the head with a sad because there HDD 
really a proper guide that I could find. To the extent of my knowledge, this will work for both 
the U36JC and the recently released U36SD from which I will be swapping the HDD out of. 
 
This is my 1st guide so if anyone has any suggestions for improvement I will be open to them. 
 
*******************************EDIT**************** ************************
*** 
 
I got my u36sd back from warranty repair for the touchpad. I put the original HDD back in 
before I sent it in, and they didn’t seem to notice/care. No problems at all! 
 
Here we go!! 
 
1. Unplug laptop and remove the battery. Flip the laptop onto the lid and locate the one plastic 
plate (for ram) in the middle of the laptop. Remove the lone screw and remove the plate. 
 
2. Remove the remaining 10 screws from the bottom of the laptop as circled in the picture 
below. Note that there ARE screws underneath the rubber feet. (Don't worry about mixing 
screws at this point. All 10 screws are identical) 
 



 
 
3. Once all the screws have been removed from the bottom, remove the RAM. This can be 
done by moving the metal clips away from the RAM chip on both sides. It should just pop up 
and then you can remove it. 
 



4. Now remove the ribbon cables for both the touchpad and the keyboard. For the touchpad, 
lift up the black plastic tab and gently pull the ribbon cable out of its slot. Let it hang, but do 
not attempt to pull it out of the laptop. For the keyboard, pull the black tabs on the sides of the 
ribbon cable as arrowed in the picture below with your nails or a flathead screwdriver. Now 
you can safely remove the keyboard ribbon cable from its slot. Again do not attempt to pull 
the cable out of the laptop. 
 

 

 

 

5. Flip laptop back over onto its rubber feet and open the lid. Take a flathead (put some 
scotch/electrical tape to avoid scratching) or a safe pry tool (which I used) and slide it 
between the upper case and lower case of the laptop. Start from the corner where the U36 
sticker is located. Slide the tool all the way around the border of the laptop till you release all 
the clips. 
 
6. Now if you released all the clips and both the ribbon cables, you can now take the upper 
case off. It is now only held in with a couple pieces of double sided tape. 
 
7. Once the upper case is off, locate the HDD. There are 5 screws holding the HDD carriage 
in place. Locate them in the picture and remove all 5. Once all 5 have been removed, slide the 
carriage back using the black plastic tab provided. 



 

 

8. The HDD carriage can now be removed from the system. There are 4 screws holding the 
HDD to the carriage. Remove those 4 screws and take off the electric tape from the bottom of 
the HDD. The HDD can now be removed from the carriage. 



 
9. Place the replacement HDD/SSD in the carriage and follow steps in reverse order for 
assembly. 
 
All pictures were taken with a Samsung Galaxy S2! 
 
Let me know if this worked for you and how easy this guide was to follow. Feedback is 
appreciated. 


